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✠ Evening Prayer ✠  

6:00pm 

The Prelude     

The bell tolls three times to signify the beginning of  service in reverence of  
the Holy Trinity. After the tolls, please Stand .

 

The Phos Hilaron
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The Thanksgiving for Light 
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  Sit 

Psalm 141 
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The Collect 

Let us pray. Let the incense of  our repentant prayer ascend 
before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us 
that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify 
You forever.  
 Amen. 

The Office Hymn      376 Once in Royal David’s City 
       stanza 1: Solo (Karl Lunneborg); stanzas 2-5: Congregation 

The Old Testament            Isaiah 62:1–4a 

Thus says the LORD God: For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her righteousness 
goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burns. 
The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings your 
glory. You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of  the 
LORD will name. You shall also be a crown of  glory in the hand 
of  the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of  your God. You 
shall no longer be termed Forsaken, nor shall your land any more 
be termed Desolate; but you shall be called Hephzibah, and your 
land Beulah; for the LORD delights in you. 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  Thanks be to God. 

The Epistle                Romans 1:1–6 

Brethren: Paul, a bondservant of  Jesus Christ, called to be an 

apostle, separated to the gospel of  God which He promised 

before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning 

His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of  the seed of  
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 David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of  God 

with power according to the Spirit of  holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead. Through Him we have received grace 

and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for 

His name, among whom you also are the called of  Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel            St. Matthew 1:18b–21 

At that time: After Mary the mother of  Jesus was betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of  
the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and 
not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, 
behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of  David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of  the Holy Spirit. And 
she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 
He will save His people from their sins.” 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
  Thanks be to God. 

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of  old 
by the prophets. 
 But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by 
 His Son. 

  Stand 
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 The Magnificat
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   Stand (or Kneel if you desire and are able) 

The Litany 

The congregation’s response begins just as the liturgist’s petition ends so 
that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and 
congregation. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of  the whole world, for the well-being of  the 
Church of  God, and for the unity of  all, let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 
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 For favorable weather, for an abundance of  the fruits of  the 
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

 Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

 

The Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear 
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 of  our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 
pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver ✠ us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

  Stand  

The Benedicamus 
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 The Benediction 

 

  Sit 

There will be a very brief  interlude before the beginning of  Divine Service.  

 
This evening we will celebrate Holy Communion 

Visitors who have not before received communion from Pastor 
McCall are kindly asked to speak with him before Divine Service 
begins and before approaching the altar for the first time. 
Because Holy Communion is a confession of  the faith which is 
confessed at this altar and because those who eat and drink our 
Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm, it is 
very important to speak with pastor before service if  you desire 
the Lord’s Body and Blood. Also, those who receive the Lord’s 
Supper at Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church are baptized 
Christians who have been instructed in and publicly confess the 
Evangelical Lutheran faith. For these reasons, only members of  this 
congregation or sister congregations of  the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
receive Holy Communion at this altar. If  you have any questions 
regarding the doctrine and practice of  Closed Communion, 
please talk to the pastor before or after the Divine Service. 
Individuals needing pastoral care can contact Pastor Jonathan McCall at 
(216) 618-1811 or rev.mccall@pm.me 
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✠ The Divine Service ✠  

The bell tolls three times to signify the beginning of  service in reverence of  
the Holy Trinity. After the tolls, the Processional Hymn will begin. 

  Please Stand and face the Procession (beginning at the rear of  the nave). 

The Processional Hymn 
           356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

✠ The Preparation ✠  

In the name of  the Father and of  the ✠ Son and of  the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.        St. Matthew 28:19b;[18:20 

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of  our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.    
              [Hebrews 10:22] 

  Kneel if you desire and are able 

Our help is in the name of  the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth.      Psalm 124:8 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD,  
 and You forgave the iniquity of  my sin.    Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. The pastor will resume... 

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners 
confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Your grace for the sake of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for 
His sake grant us remission of  all our sins; and by Your 
Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of  You and of  
Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 
has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 
all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power 
to become the children of  God and has promised them His Holy 
Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  
 Amen.             St. mark 16:16; St. John 1:12 

  Stand 

✠ The Service of the Word ✠  

The Introit        Wisdom 18:14-15; Psalm 2:1, 2, 4-6  

 
|When all| was still and it was / midnight, 
Thine almighty Word descended / from the royal throne. 
 Why do the / heathen rage, 
 and the people i- /magine a vain thing? 
The kings of  the earth / set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, 
  and against / his anointed. 
 He that sitteth in the heavens shall / lâugh: 
 the LORD shall have them / in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his / wrâth, 
and vex them in his / sore displeasure. 
 Yet have I / set my king 
 upon my holy / hill of  Zion. 
I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto / mê, 
Thou art my son; this day have / I begotten thee. 
 Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
 and to the / Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- / ginning, 
 is now and will be for- / ever. Amen. 
|When all| was still and it was / midnight, 
Thine almighty Word descended / from the royal throne. 
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 The Nine-Fold Kyrie          St. Mark 10:47 

 “Kyrie eleison” (KIH-ree-ay eh-LAY-ee-sohn); “Christe” (KRIS-tay)

 

 

The Gloria in Excelsis           St. Luke 2:14; St. John 1:29

15 

 

 
The Salutation          2 Timothy 4:22 

The Lord be with you.  

 
The Collect of the Day           

Let us pray. O God, You make this most holy night to shine with 
the brightness of  the true Light. Grant that as we have known 
the mysteries of  that Light on earth we may also come to the 
fullness of  His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

  Sit 
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 The Old Testament             Isaiah 9:2, 6–7a 

Thus says the LORD God: The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of  the shadow of  
death, upon them a light has shined. For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. Of  the 
increase of  His government and peace there will be no end, 
upon the throne of  David and over His kingdom, to order it and 
establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, 
even forever. 

 This is the Word of  the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual                Psalm 110:3, 1 

 

Thy people shall be willing in the day of  thy / power, 
in the beauties of  holiness from the womb of  the morning: 
 thou hast the / dew of  thy youth. 
 The LORD said unto my Lord, 
  sit thou at my / right hand, 
 until I make thine ene- / mies thy footstool. 

The Epistle               Titus 2:11–15a 

Dearly Beloved: The grace of  God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing 
of  our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself  for 
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself  His own special people, zealous for good works. 
Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 17 

  This is the Word of  the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 

 Stand 

The Alleluia Verse             Revelation 21:2 

 

Alleluia! The LORD hath said unto / mê, 
Thou art my Son; this day have / I begotten thee. 

The Sequence Hymn    382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

The Holy Gospel                    St. Luke 2:1–14 

The Lord be with you. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

✠ At that time: A decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This census first took place while 
Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, 
everyone to his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 
of  the city of  Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of  David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of  the house and lineage of  
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 David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was 
with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were 
completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn. Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, 
an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of  great joy which will be to all people. For there is 
born to you this day in the city of  David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men!”  

 This is the Gospel of  the Lord. 

 

The Nicene Creed           

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of  heaven 
and earth and of  all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
God, begotten of  His Father before all worlds, God of  God, 
Light of  Light, very God of  very God, begotten, not made, 
being of  one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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 and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of  the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of  sins, and I look for the resurrection of  the 
dead and the ✠ life of  the world to come. Amen. 

  Sit 

The Hymn of the Day    358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

The Sermon 

  Stand 

The Offertory                Psalm 51:10–12 
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   Sit  

The Offering           My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord  

  Stand 

The Prayer of the Church           [1 Timothy 2:1–4] 

After each bid: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy.  

At the conclusion: O Lord, ... one God, now and forever.   
 Amen.  

 
 

The Service of   
✠ The Sacrament of The Altar ✠  

The Preface           

The Lord be with you.          2 Timothy 4:22 

 

Lift up your hearts.         [Colossians 3:1] 

 

Let us give thanks unto the LORD our God.    [Psalm 136] 

 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary… praising You and saying: 
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 The Sanctus                 Isaiah 6:3; St. Matthew 21:9 

 

 
  Kneel if you desire and are able 

The Lord’s Prayer            St. Matthew 6:9– 13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver ✠ us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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 The Words of Christ’s Testament      St. Matthew 26:26–28; 
     St. Mark 14:22–24;St. Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: TAKE, EAT, THIS IS MY ✠ BODY, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of  Me. 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, DRINK OF IT, 
ALL OF YOU; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY ✠ BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  Me. 

The Pax Domini                     St. John 20:19 

The ✠ peace of  the Lord be with you always. 

 

The Agnus Dei                       St. John 1:29 
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  Sit 

The Communion Hymns 
    380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing    
       359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming     
    370 What Child Is This  

  Stand 

The Nunc Dimittis               St. Luke 2:29–32 



24 

 

 
The Thanksgiving                  Psalm 107:1 

Oh, give thanks unto the LORD for He is good. 

 

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift; and we beseech You that 
of  Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

The Salutation          2 Timothy 4:22 

The Lord be with you. 

 

The Benedicamus                [Psalm 103:1] 

Bless we the LORD. 
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   Kneel if you desire and are able 

The Benediction               Numbers 6:24–26 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
 you. 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and ✠ give you 
 peace. 

 

  Stand 

We pause to light the handheld candles. Tip your unlit candle to light it from the 
flame of the person next to you. Once your candle is lit, hold it upright so someone 
may light their candle from yours. The hymn will begin once the lights are dimmed 
and everyone has a lit candle. 

We sing Silent Night first in German (LSB, opposite pg. 363), then in English 
(LSB pg. 363). The Retiring Procession will take place during the final stanza in 
English. 

The Candlelight Hymn         363 Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

                 Silent Night! Holy Night! 

The Retiring Procession   

Please face the Procession as it passes your pew. 

Candles are extinguished after the carol and the lights are returned. 

Depart in ✠ peace. 
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