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 On receiving the Lord’s Supper: Our congregation is a member of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), a family of 
congregations that pledge themselves to believe, teach, and confess 
the same faith. We believe that we are given a great responsibility 
to commune only those persons who are members of our 
confessional fellowship. We practice closed communion to exhibit 
unity in faith (Acts 2:42), to guard the uninstructed against a 
reception of the sacrament that will be harmful to them (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29), and to keep the pastor from having to make 
“divine” decisions by determining who is a believer and who is not 
(2 Timothy 2:19). Therefore, we ask that only LCMS members, or 
members of churches in fellowship with us, commune at the altar 
of this church. We want to express our sincere welcome to our 
guests and assure them that we practice closed communion for 
their spiritual welfare. Guests desiring to learn more about our 

beliefs are asked to speak with our pastor.  

 

  

✠ The Divine Service ✠  

6:00pm 

Please silence all phones and devices before service begins. 

The Prelude     

The bell tolls three times to signify the beginning of service in reverence of the 
Holy Trinity. After the tolls, the Processional Hymn will begin. 

  Please Stand and Face the Procession as it passes. 

The Processional Hymn   758 The Will of God Is Always Best 
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The Preparation 

In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.            

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  

Our ✠ help is in the Name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth.      

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD,  
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. The pastor will resume... 

O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable 
sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

Amen.         

  Please Stand 
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The Service of the Word  

The Introit            Psalm 38:21–22;Psalm 38:1 

 

|Forsake| me not, O LORD: O my God, / be not far from me. 
Make haste to help me, O / Lord my salvation. 
 O LORD, rebuke me not / in Thy wrâth:  
 Neither chasten me in / Thy hot displeasure. 
 Glory be to the Fa- / ther and to the Son 
 And to / the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in / the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be / forever. Amen. 
|Forsake| me not, O LORD: O my God, / be not far from me. 
Make haste to help me, O / Lord my salvation. 

The Kyrie

 

 
The Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit.  

The Collect of the Day           

Let us pray. We beseech Thee, O Lord, favorably to behold Thy 
people: and grant that those whom Thou hast bidden to abstain 
from carnal food, may also cease from all hurtful vices; through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  
 Amen. 
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    Please Be Seated 

The Epistle                Esther 13:9–11, 15–17 

In those days [Mordecai] prayed to the Lord, saying: “O Lord God, King 
who rules over all things, for the universe is in Your power and 
there is no one who can oppose You when it is Your will to save 
Israel, You have made heaven and earth and every wonderful thing 
in it under heaven, and You are Lord of all, and there is no one 
who can resist You, the Lord. And now, O Lord God and King of 
kings, God of Abraham, spare Your people; for they are looking to 
annihilate us, and they desire to destroy the inheritance that has 
been Yours from the beginning. Do not neglect Your portion, 
which You redeemed for Yourself out of the land of Egypt. Hear 
my prayer and have mercy upon Your allotment and turn our 
mourning into feasting, that we may live and sing praise to Your 
name, O Lord; do not destroy the mouth of those who praise You, 
O Lord our God.” 

 Thus concludes the reading.  

  Please Stand 

The Gradual and Tract       Psalm 28:9a, 1;103:10;79:8-9 

 

- / Save Thy people,  
And / bless Thine inheritance. 
 Unto Thee will I cry, O LORD my Rock; 
  be not si- / lent to mê: 
  Lest, if Thou be silent to me, 
  I become like them that / go down into the pit. 
O Lord, deal not with us af- / ter our sîns; 
Nor reward us according / to our iniquities. 
 O Lord, remember not against us for- / mer iniquities: 
 Let Thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: 
  for / we are brought very low. 
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Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory / of Thy nâme, 
And deliver us, O Lord, 
  and purge away our / sins, for Thy name’s sake. 

The Holy Gospel                St. Matthew 20:17–28 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit.  

The continuation of the ✠ Holy Gospel ✠ according to ✠ St. 
Matthew.  
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

✠ At that time: Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples 
aside on the road and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests 
and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver 
Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And 
the third day He will rise again.” Then the mother of Zebedee’s 
sons came to Him with her sons, kneeling down and asking 
something from Him. And He said to her, “What do you wish?” 
She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one 
on Your right hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.” 
But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They said to Him, “We 
are able.” So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and 
be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on 
My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those 
for whom it is prepared by My Father.” And when the ten heard it, 
they were greatly displeased with the two brothers. But Jesus called 
them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over 
them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to 
become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever 
desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—just as the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many.” 
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 This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

The Nicene Creed           

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the ✠ life of the world to come. Amen. 

  Please Be Seated 

The Hymn of the Day             555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 

The Sermon 

  Please Stand 
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The Offertory                 

 
The Offertory Verse                       Psalm 25:1–3a 

 

Unto Thee, O LORD, do I lift / up my sôul. 
O my God, I trust in Thee: / let me not be ashamed,  
 Let not mine enemies / triumph over me. 
 Yea, let none that / wait on Thee be ashamed. 

  Please Be Seated 

The Offering 

  Please Stand 

The Prayer of the Church  
 After each bid: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy.  

At the conclusion: O Lord, ... one God, now and forever.   
 Amen.  
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The Service of   
The Sacrament of The Altar 

The Preface           

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the LORD our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary… praising You and saying: 

The Sanctus              

 

 

 

 
  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  
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The Lord’s Prayer   

The Words of Christ’s Testament  

The Pax Domini 

The ✠ peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 Amen. 

The Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

The Communion Verse                         Psalm 11:7 

 

The righteous LORD / loveth righteousness; 
His countenance doth / behold the upright. 

  Please Be Seated  

Communion Distribution: Our congregation practices closed communion for 
the spiritual welfare of our members and guests. Please refer 

to page 1 of this bulletin for further explanation or speak to our pastor. 
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The Communion Hymn       696  O God, My Faithful God 

  Please Stand 

The Nunc Dimittis 

 
The Thanksgiving 

Oh, give thanks unto the LORD for He is good. 
 And His mercy endureth forever. 

Let us pray. Having partaken of Thy sacraments, O Lord, we 
beseech Thee, that we may attain to the increase of eternal 
redemption; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end.  
 Amen. 
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The Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

The Benedicamus 

Bless we the LORD. 
 Thanks be to God. 

  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  

The Benediction 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
 you. 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and ✠ give you 
 peace. 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 

  Please Stand 

The Retiring Procession with Postlude  

  Please face the Procession as it passes. 

  Once the Procession reaches the narthex, you may depart in ✠ peace. 
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