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 On receiving the Lord’s Supper: Our congregation is a member of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), a family of 
congregations that pledge themselves to believe, teach, and confess 
the same faith. We believe that we are given a great responsibility 
to commune only those persons who are members of our 
confessional fellowship. We practice closed communion to exhibit 
unity in faith (Acts 2:42), to guard the uninstructed against a 
reception of the sacrament that will be harmful to them (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29), and to keep the pastor from having to make 
“divine” decisions by determining who is a believer and who is not 
(2 Timothy 2:19). Therefore, we ask that only LCMS members, or 
members of churches in fellowship with us, commune at the altar 
of this church. We want to express our sincere welcome to our 
guests and assure them that we practice closed communion for 
their spiritual welfare. Guests desiring to learn more about our 

beliefs are asked to speak with our pastor.  

 

  

✠ The Divine Service ✠  

6:00pm 

Please silence all phones and devices before service begins. 

The Prelude     

The bell tolls three times to signify the beginning of service in reverence of the 
Holy Trinity. After the tolls, the Processional Hymn will begin. 

  Please Stand and Face the Procession as it passes. 

The Processional Hymn    902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 
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The Preparation 

In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.            

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  

Our ✠ help is in the Name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth.      

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD,  
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. The pastor will resume... 

O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable 
sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

Amen.         

  Please Stand 
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The Service of the Word  

The Introit        Psalm 31:6b–7a;Psalm 31:1 

 

|I trust| in the LORD. I will be glad and rejoice / in Thy mercy: 
For Thou hast con- / sidered my trouble. 
 In Thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; 
  let me / never be ashamed: 
 Deliver / me in Thy righteousness. 
 Glory be to the Fa- / ther and to the Son 
 And to / the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in / the beginning, 
 Is now, and will be / forever. Amen. 
|I trust| in the LORD. I will be glad and rejoice / in Thy mercy: 
For Thou hast con- / sidered my trouble. 

The Kyrie

 

 
The Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit.  
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The Collect of the Day           
Let us pray. Grant to us, we beseech Thee, O Lord: that we, being 
taught by abstinence of food in the way of salvation, may in such 
wise learn to abstain from all vices that may hurt the soul, and 
readily obtain the pardon of Thy loving-kindness; through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  
 Amen. 

    Please Be Seated 
The Epistle             Exodus 20:12–24a 
Thus says the LORD God: “Honor your father and your mother, that 
your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female 
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the 
lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar 
off. Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” And Moses said to the 
people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His 
fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.” So the people 
stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God 
was. Then the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
children of Israel: ‘You have seen that I have talked with you from 
heaven. You shall not make anything to be with Me—gods of silver 
or gods of gold you shall not make for yourselves. An altar of earth 
you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen, in 
every place where I record My name.’ ” 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
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  Please Stand 

The Gradual and Tract       Psalm 6:2a, 2b–3a;103:10;79:8–9 

 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for / I am wêak: 
- / O LORD, heal me.― 
 My / bones are vêxed. 
 My soul is also sore 
  vexed: / but Thou, O LORD, how long? 
O Lord, deal not with us af- / ter our sîns; 
Nor reward us according / to our iniquities. 
 O Lord, remember not against us for- / mer iniquities: 
 Let Thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: 
  for / we are brought very low. 
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory / of Thy nâme, 
And deliver us, O Lord, 
  and purge away our / sins, for Thy name’s sake. 

The Holy Gospel              St. Matthew 15:1–20 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit.  

The continuation of the ✠ Holy Gospel ✠ according to ✠ St. 
Matthew.  
 Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

✠ At that time: The scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem 
came to Jesus, saying, “Why do Your disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they 
eat bread.” He answered and said to them, “Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? 
For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to 
death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, 
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“Whatever profit you might have received from me is a gift to 
God”—then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you 
have made the commandment of God of no effect by your 
tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they 
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ” 
When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, 
“Hear and understand: Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; 
but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Then His 
disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees 
were offended when they heard this saying?” But He answered and 
said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will 
be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. 
And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.” Then 
Peter answered and said to Him, “Explain this parable to us.” So 
Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not 
yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the 
stomach and is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of 
the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile 
a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

The Nicene Creed           

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
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Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the ✠ life of the world to come. Amen. 

  Please Be Seated 
The Hymn of the Day         579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 

The Sermon 
  Please Stand 

The Offertory                 
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The Offertory Verse                       Psalm 109:21a 

 

Do Thou for me, O GOD the Lord, / for Thy name’s sake: 
Because Thy mercy is good, de- / liver Thou me.― 

  Please Be Seated 

The Offering 

  Please Stand or Kneel if you desire and are able  

The Litany (see insert; it is The Prayer of the Church for Lent)  

  Please Stand 

The Service of   
The Sacrament of The Altar 

The Preface           

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the LORD our God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary… praising You and saying: 

The Sanctus              
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  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  

The Lord’s Prayer   

The Words of Christ’s Testament  

The Pax Domini 

The ✠ peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 Amen. 

The Agnus Dei 
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The Communion Verse               Psalm 16:11a 

 
Thou wilt show me the / path of lîfe: 
In Thy presence is / fullness of joy, O Lord. 

  Please Be Seated  
Communion Distribution: Our congregation practices closed communion for 

the spiritual welfare of our members and guests. Please refer 
to page 1 of this bulletin for further explanation or speak to our pastor. 

The Communion Hymn      613  To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All 

  Please Stand 
The Nunc Dimittis 
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The Thanksgiving 

Oh, give thanks unto the LORD for He is good. 
 And His mercy endureth forever. 

Let us pray. Sanctify us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, who have been 
fed at Thy table; and, purging us of all faults, render us acceptable 
for all heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end.  
 Amen. 

The Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

The Benedicamus 

Bless we the LORD. 
 Thanks be to God. 

  Please remain Standing or Kneel if you desire and are able  

The Benediction 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 
 you. 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and ✠ give you 
 peace. 

 Amen. Amen. Amen. 

  Please Stand 

The Retiring Procession with Postlude  

  Please face the Procession as it passes. 

  Once the Procession reaches the narthex, you may depart in ✠ peace. 
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